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The Spanish-American War, fought from 1898 to 1901, stands as a
watershed moment in American history. This conflict marked the United
States' emergence as a global power and irrevocably altered the
geopolitical landscape of the Americas. SparkNotes' History Guide provides
a comprehensive exploration of this pivotal event, guiding readers through
its causes, battles, and lasting impact.

**Causes of the War:**

Economic Rivalry: The United States and Spain competed for
economic dominance in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and other overseas
territories.
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Imperialist Ambitions: The United States sought to expand its
empire, while Spain clung to its remaining colonies.

Cuban Rebellion: The Cuban people revolted against Spanish rule,
seeking independence.

**Major Battles and Events:**

The war encompassed a series of decisive battles:

Battle of Manila Bay (May 1, 1898): Commodore George Dewey's
fleet destroyed the Spanish fleet in the Philippines, effectively securing
control of the region.

Battle of Santiago de Cuba (July 3, 1898): US troops under the
leadership of General William Shafter defeated the Spanish forces in
Cuba.

Other significant events included:

Rough Riders: A volunteer cavalry regiment led by Theodore
Roosevelt gained fame for its heroic charge up San Juan Hill.

Yellow Journalism: Newspapers such as the New York Journal and
the New York World sensationalized events in Cuba, fueling public
outrage and support for war.

**Impact and Legacy:**

US Imperialism: The war resulted in the United States acquiring
control of Cuba, Puerto Rico, the Philippines, and other territories,
establishing the nation as a major imperial power.



Rise of the United States: The war marked a turning point in
American history, propelling the country into a position of global
influence.

End of Spanish Colonialism: The war led to the collapse of the
Spanish Empire, marking the end of centuries of colonial rule in the
Americas.

Foundation of Cuban Independence: The war ultimately resulted in
the independence of Cuba from Spanish rule.
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SparkNotes' History Guide provides an in-depth examination of the
Spanish-American War, offering a comprehensive understanding of its
causes, battles, and lasting impact. This guide is an indispensable resource
for students, history enthusiasts, and anyone seeking to delve into this
pivotal event that shaped the course of American history.

Call to Action:

Free Download your copy of SparkNotes' History Guide to the Spanish-
American War today and unlock the secrets of this transformative conflict.
Explore the key players, examine the political landscape, and gain insights
into the war's legacy that continues to resonate in the present day.
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