Dancing Women: Choreographing Corporeal
Histories of Hindi Cinema

In the vibrant world of Hindi cinema, dance has always played a central

role. From the earliest silent films to the lavish musicals of today, dance has
been used to tell stories, express emotions, and create a sense of wonder.
But behind the glittering facade of Bollywood's dance sequences lies a
complex and fascinating history, one that is deeply intertwined with the
social and political realities of India.
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In her groundbreaking book, Dancing Women: Choreographing Corporeal

Histories of Hindi Cinema, author Priyanka Roy explores the ways in which
dance has been used to shape the identities of women in Indian society.
Roy argues that dance is not simply a form of entertainment, but a powerful
tool that can be used to challenge and subvert social norms.

Roy's book is a rich and nuanced exploration of the role of dance in Hindi
cinema. She draws on a wide range of sources, including film theory,
history, and cultural studies, to provide a comprehensive understanding of
the subject. Roy's writing is clear and engaging, and she provides a wealth
of examples from Hindi films to illustrate her points.

The Body Politics of Dance

One of the central themes of Roy's book is the way in which dance has
been used to regulate the bodies of women in Indian society. In traditional
Indian culture, women's bodies are often seen as objects of shame and
desire. Dance has been used to reinforce this view, by portraying women
as either virtuous and pure or as temptresses and seductresses.

In the early days of Hindi cinema, dance was often used to objectify
women. Women were often shown dancing in revealing costumes, and
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their movements were often highly sexualized. This type of dance was
used to appeal to the male gaze, and it reinforced the idea that women's
bodies were for the pleasure of men.

However, as Hindi cinema evolved, so too did the way in which dance was
used to portray women. In the 1950s and 1960s, a new generation of
filmmakers began to use dance to challenge traditional gender roles. These
filmmakers created strong and independent female characters who were
not afraid to express their sexuality. This new type of dance was
empowering for women, and it helped to change the way that they were
perceived in Indian society.

Dance as Resistance

In addition to its role in shaping the identities of women, dance has also
been used as a form of resistance in Hindi cinema. In the 1970s and
1980s, a number of films were made that used dance to protest against
social injustice. These films often featured women who were victims of
violence or oppression. Through dance, these women were able to express
their pain and anger, and they called for change.

Dance has also been used to challenge religious and cultural norms in
Hindi cinema. In the 1990s, a number of films were made that featured
women dancing in temples or other religious spaces. These films were
often controversial, but they helped to raise awareness of the issue of

gender inequality in India.

In Dancing Women: Choreographing Corporeal Histories of Hindi Cinema,
Priyanka Roy provides a comprehensive and insightful exploration of the
role of dance in Hindi cinema. Roy argues that dance is not simply a form



of entertainment, but a powerful tool that can be used to shape the
identities of women and to challenge social norms. Roy's book is a must-
read for anyone interested in the history of Bollywood cinema, gender
studies, or South Asian culture.
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