
Carleton Watkins: Making the West American
Carleton Watkins was an American photographer who is best known for his
images of the American West. His work helped to shape the way that
people saw the West, and his photographs are still celebrated today for
their beauty and historical significance.

Watkins was born in New York in 1829. He began his career as a
daguerreotypist, but he soon switched to photography after the invention of
the wet collodion process in 1851. In 1861, he traveled to California, where
he was immediately captivated by the beauty of the Yosemite Valley. He
spent the next several years photographing the Yosemite Valley and the
surrounding Sierra Nevada mountains.
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Watkins's photographs of Yosemite are some of the most iconic images of
the American West. They capture the grandeur and beauty of the
landscape, and they helped to make Yosemite a popular tourist destination.

FREE

https://bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IkZSQ3R1dkZNdlZhWTRobEpNZzlOaEI5WFIrbjNQdTlWT1YreDFlTng4ZThLNHpISmxEXC9RWE1rVEZXRFVlaXJTbWFoMjBrdFlIbm1MbmYzWUJJV0RUS1wvVUYxeE9HZE5yM1Q5RitwaytBc0pNZzM2aHZyV21CRWtuUFR5VVlqWDAyMVFsRXhpZWp6a1wvTks3Z1cwd3RvdDJXQzlyV3poZGRMN1VVRmE5MXZTaz0iLCJpdiI6ImYzMjgzODhmNzRhNjdmM2FlNjlkMjZhYWI4ZDc3NmRhIiwicyI6IjEyODRkMDUzZmJkODE3NGEifQ%3D%3D
https://bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlVqZUQzUktqUlhHRkM5eHM5YTlxZTJGOUE3SjBWc2ZUVFkrVnZKWmp4aXRXTFU4Y1cxN1pDN0dFWTBjMEU2MDlGZFhidm9sc1pvOGZyT2JRY2RtM0lGV00xMHhLSktib1wvaGpwek85N1RXK3NQUnBWaUxKNGZLTnppNTB3bkVCNE1kZDYzdVg5ZCs0T1Vtb3dZbDgzcHBIa0V2TDVzWGF4RWZKTURFclJNcjg9IiwiaXYiOiI1MTVmZjAyZGEwZWU4YjkzODY5OTAwMDY0MzhmYjM4NSIsInMiOiIzODY0OGQ4ZTlkZjcyOGM1In0%3D
https://bymeby.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6Ik5cL3ZZa1JHNndDdThKTzk3Q25cL2NDWE1MNjJYa1A3dU1CZDR5bFwvamhVTEwyXC9MWFFLV1RWYzV1WlZiYnByVDh5SXJrTWtqNUprd0czNkRoU1I4YVZ3Q29BaFNjSW52T2krUGFvOWJxRGliYVFtUUY2RnIraUxHWUlGUGVYKzhQM3pialRIb2RcL1R1N2hPb1FnRGx5a0tpb2VMUnJoazByNGliKzNEWnBoaFlnPSIsIml2IjoiZWFiZDExNTM3ZDBkNDM3YmVkNmU4ODcxMjc3MjBlYmMiLCJzIjoiMDE2YTgyZjBlYTRhYWU0ZSJ9


Watkins's photographs also played a role in the establishment of Yosemite
National Park in 1890.

In addition to his photographs of Yosemite, Watkins also photographed
other parts of the American West, including the giant sequoia trees of
California and the Colorado River. His photographs helped to document the
westward expansion of the United States, and they provide a valuable
record of the American frontier.

Watkins's work had a profound impact on the way that people saw the
American West. His photographs helped to create a romantic image of the
West, and they inspired many people to visit the region. Watkins's
photographs also played a role in the conservation movement, and they
helped to raise awareness of the importance of protecting the American
wilderness.

Carleton Watkins was a pioneering photographer who helped to shape the
way that people saw the American West. His photographs are still
celebrated today for their beauty and historical significance, and they
continue to inspire people to explore the American wilderness.

Further Reading

The Carleton Watkins website

Carleton Watkins: The Art of Photography in the American West

Carleton Watkins: Making the West American

Image Gallery



The following is a gallery of some of Carleton Watkins's most famous
photographs.
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